Engagement with Residents and Resident  Groups on Planning and Environmental Matters 
 
1. Purpose 
 
This policy sets out how the Parish Council engages with resident groups and individual residents regarding planning matters and environmental concerns, while recognising that enforcement powers rest with statutory authorities. 
 
⸻ 
 
2. Role of the Parish Council 
 
The Parish Council: 
	•	Acts as a local representative body for community concerns 
	•	May receive information relating to suspected breaches of planning or environmental law 
	•	May pass relevant information to the appropriate statutory authority 
	•	Does not investigate alleged offences 
	•	Does not exercise enforcement or regulatory powers 
 
3. Public Communications and Signage 
 
Any signage or public communications that reference planning or environmental matters: 
	•	Must use neutral and factual language 
	•	Must not imply enforcement powers or guaranteed outcomes 
	•	Must not reference specific individuals or groups 
	•	Must focus on lawful reporting and cooperation with statutory authorities 
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4. Equality and Conduct 
 
The Parish Council: 
	•	Addresses issues based solely on conduct and compliance with the law 
	•	Does not target or reference specific communities or groups 
	•	Is committed to equality, proportionality, and good governance 
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6. Review 
 
This policy will be reviewed periodically or if relevant legislation or guidance changes. 
 

